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ABSTRACT

The research titled "A Comparative Study of Harm Reduction Program
Practices Between Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) and Drug Policy Agencies
in Thailand" aims to study and compare the practices of implementing the Harm
Reduction (HR) program between government agencies and Non-Governmental
Organizations (NGOs), focusing on factors that affect the program's effectiveness. A
quantitative research approach was employed, with data collected from a sample of 400
participants, including staff members from government agencies and NGOs involved in
the HR program. Data was analyzed using statistical tools such as percentages, mean,

standard deviation, ANOVA, and multiple linear regression analysis.

The findings revealed that most of the sample were women, aged 3 1 -4 0, with a
bachelor's degree, working in NGOs in operational positions, and with two years of
experience in harm reduction. Overall, both government and NGO staff expressed
positive opinions about the effectiveness of the HR program. The demographic analysis
showed that factors such as age, education level, organization type, job position, and
duration of involvement with the program had a statistically significant effect on the
program's effectiveness (p-value < 0.05), except for the workplace, which showed no
significant impact. The analysis of strategic factors affecting the effectiveness of the HR
program found that certain factors, such as the use of HR, providing education to users
and communities, having safe spaces (Drop-in Centers), promoting social inclusion, and
developing drug-related laws, were able to significantly predict the program's
effectiveness (p-value < 0.05). Meanwhile, other factors, such as the roles of policy
work, NGO roles, needle and equipment exchange, emergency assistance, and
expanding community health services, did not significantly affect the program's

effectiveness.
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