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Factors that affect the decision to voluntarily join Private class service
of Royal Thai Armed Force
In 2"* Army Area (Northeastern of Thailand)

COL Krishnapan Kerdtongcome

Abstract

The objective of this research is to study the factors influencing the decision to apply for
military service of private first class in the 2" Army Area (Northeastern of Thailand). The study
focuses on demographic factors related to personal background and basic human needs theory,
as well as factors based on the hierarchical persuasion theory used in public relations affecting
the decision to join the Army. The scope of the research was defined to survey only the enlisted
soldiers who voluntarily joined the military in 2023-2024 in 2" Army Area, where army units are
stationed, with a sample population of 735 individuals. Data analysis included statistical
measures such as percentage analysis, standard deviation, hypothesis testing using t-tests and
One-Way ANOVA for comparing differences between variables, and multiple regression analysis

to determine which factors influence the decision to enlist in the Army.

The study found that most voluntary enlistees were single (95.8%), with the majority
having completed high school or vocational certificate (37.1% and 32.5%). Most had an
occupation as general laborers (48.4%) with pre-enlistment income ranging from 5,000-10,000
THB per month (32.5%) or no regular income (26.4%). Parental occupations were mostly general
laborers and farmers (39.6% and 28%) with incomes below 25,000 THB per month (77.8%). The
primary reason for enlisting was self-determined (52%) and aligned with parental desire (29.1%),

with 52.4% expressing interest in becoming Non-Commissioned officer of the Army.

Regarding media awareness from the Army, most received promotional materials from
the army (66%), with the primary channels being Facebook (70%) and TikTok (33.9%). The Army's

active public relations efforts were recognized by 20.34% of respondents.



The level of behavior concerning human needs and media reception significantly
influenced the decision to enlist. Differences in educational background significantly affected
enlistment decisions with a statistical significance of 0.5. Furthermore, factors related to basic
human needs, such as love, acceptance, and self-improvement, were influential in increasing
the level of behavior needs and media reception affecting the decision to enlist, also with

statistical significance at 0.5.

Keywords : Factors influencing decision-making, enlisting in military service, basic human needs,

hierarchical persuasion for public relations
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